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Welcome to the first IOWME Newsletter of 2008 

This is my last newsletter as editor!!

 I took over at ICME 10 in Copenhagen in 2004 and at ICME 11 in Mexico in July someone else will take over. If you have any articles or items of news for the next newsletter then send them to me at one of the addresses below and I’ll pass them on to whoever takes over from me. Please try to send something since I would like to hand over a good collection of articles to the next editor to make their transition into the role as easy as possible. 

If you are interested in taking on the role then feel free to get in touch with me and to ask any questions that you may have.

E-mail addresses: heathermendick@yahoo.co.uk or h.mendick@londonmet.ac.uk

Postal address: Institute for Policy Studies in Education, London Metropolitan University, 166-220 Holloway Road, London N7 8DB, England

I’d like to take this opportunity to thank the many people who have contributed to the newsletter during this time. Some have become regular contributors and correspondents and I’ve really appreciated this support.
One of the contributors to my first ever newsletter and also the woman who convinced me to take on the role in the first place was Leone Burton. Sadly Leone died in December 2007. Leone was central to the success of IOWME through the years. She twice took on the role of convenor and she also edited two IOWME publications. You can read in the last issue of the newsletter about her role in developing our organisation. In this issue we have included a tribute to her. The quotations in this issue are also taken from people writing in memory of her. 
This issue also contains a great deal of news about conferences that have happened and conferences to come, including our own conference as part of ICME. As well as the two IOWME sessions there is a Topic Study Group on Gender and Mathematics. Hilary and I have talked about how to organise these sessions and we would welcome any thoughts on the current plans. We look forward to seeing lots of members at the sessions in Monterrey.

Best wishes and Goodbye ( 
Heather 
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By Barbara Jaworski and Stephen Lerman

First published in For the learning of mathematics volume 28(1): 26-27, under the title ‘LEONE MINNA BURTON 14.9.1936-1.12.2007’, reprinted here with kind permission of the editor and authors
On the 1st December, 2007 Leone Burton died in Cambridge, England, at the age of 71. Her son Mark and daughter in law Helen were with her. She had been struggling with cancer and a severe stroke. She was buried on 10th December at Barton Glebe, a woodland burial ground near to Cambridge. Following her death, in a message to a list of friends who had been following Leone’s progress with her illness, Mark invited us to send ‘stories’ about Leone as a tribute to her. A flood of messages came in response from friends, colleagues and former students from around the world. To write our tribute to Leone in this piece, we have drawn extensively on these messages.

Mark had written “My mum was a very special woman in so many ways, and so very brave to the end”. The messages reflected this ‘special’ nature. We extracted the nouns and adjectives used to describe Leone and filled a page. A simple grouping of these words and phrases characterizes Leone for us very effectively:

· Leone was a sensitive and caring friend, good company, generous, kind, warm, honest, wise and supportive.

· Leone was an inspiring doctoral supervisor offering encouragement, sound advice, excellent ideas, insightful intelligence and flexibility of thinking. She was also direct, questioning, challenging, demanding, deeply supportive and empowering, a wonderful role model.

· As a scholar, Leone was incisive, passionate, rigorous, principled, intellectually sharp, critical, strong, tough, feisty, daunting and straight to the point. 

· Overall, she showed concern, conviction, taste, flexibility and courage.

So who was this remarkable woman?

Leone was born in Sydney, Australia. Her single name was Gold and her middle name was that of her maternal grandmother who left Lithuania for the UK in the early part of the 20th century. 

She left Australia and travelled to the USA, making ends meet by giving talks about Australia. She moved to England 50 years ago where she married John Burton and settled on a farm in Kent where Mark was born. After some years Leone and John parted and Leone became a single mum, bringing Mark up in England on her own.

Leone’s PhD thesis, dated 1980, was entitled "The impact of education on political development". In the thesis, Leone reviewed historically the changing concept of political development and explored the interrelationship between professional development and education. She proposed a model of professional development based on 3 parameters: participation, social mobilisation and vulnerability. The model is used to examine educational experiences in Kenya and Tanzania. She acknowledged help from "the staff of the Department of Education in Developing Countries at the Institute of Education, University of London".

Leone worked at two institutions in London: the Polytechnic of the South Bank (now called London South Bank University); and Avery Hill college, now part of Greenwich University. At the Polytechnic she helped establish the first MSc in Mathematics Education in the UK. She “built up the maths department at Avery Hill through sheer force of personality and example” (Edith Jayne). 
For some years she worked at the Centre for Mathematics Education at the Open University. John Mason writes, “Leone joined the OU to work on Developing Mathematical Thinking with Ann Floyd, Nick James and John Mason. It was extremely stimulating to find colleagues coming together from very different backgrounds but with nearly complete agreement on what would be most beneficial for teachers. John initiated an ‘own thinks’ section of each week’s work for the students, and he and Leone decided that the best way to choose what to put into these sections was to write a book alongside the course: "Thinking Mathematically" has been in print ever since, selling around 1000 copies annually.” 
In 1992, Leone moved to the University of Birmingham as Professor of Science and Mathematics Education. Over her years there, she built up a doctoral programme with students studying largely at a distance and coming for three one-day workshops on Saturdays each year. In the last few years that group incorporated Steve’s doctoral students and it will continue to meet as before.

When Leone retired from Birmingham she moved back to her house in London, a 16th century terraced cottage a stone’s throw from Tower Bridge. She was given an honorary professorship at Kings College, University of London where she contributed to seminars and courses and supervised doctoral students. In 2004 she moved to Cambridge, where she became a Visiting Fellow in the Faculty of Education. Tim Rowland writes, “Leone’s contribution here included teaching, both undergraduates and graduate students. I think that we made Leone welcome, as ‘one of us’. Leone seemed to appreciate that, but it was we, of course, who were the beneficiaries of her being part of our intellectual community”. 

Homerton College Cambridge was the intellectual home of Hilary Shuard. Tim Rowland reminisces further, “Hilary, of course, is strongly associated with this College and was a powerful presence. Both Leone and Hilary were strong women, each with huge respect for each other. But they didn’t always see eye to eye. I like to think of them now, arguing in the Elysian fields, neither of them giving an inch!”

Leone’s professional contribution was substantial in many fields and we can only refer to a few of these here. She had a lifelong passion for enabling all children to enjoy mathematical activities. She was one of the authors of Thinking Mathematically, referred to by John above, and her book Thinking Things Through continues to be bought and used by primary teachers. The last research project she was engaged on until her final illness was a return to investigate the state of mathematical problem solving in lower secondary schools in England, a project funded by the British Academy and undertaken with Steve Lerman, following years of government regulation in mathematics classrooms. Another lifelong passion was the study of gender, particularly in mathematics. She is considered to have played the major role in shifting teachers’ perceptions in relation to girls and mathematics in the UK and other places around the world. Her final book was a major study of the experiences and opinions of a large sample of UK mathematicians. The community has still much to learn from those interviews.

Leone was an excellent doctoral supervisor, as can be read in the messages sent to Mark since Leone’s death. Indeed she was an excellent support and adviser to many in the mathematics education community, whether her ex-students or colleagues, again as evidenced in the e-mail messages. She will be remembered with great affection and gratitude by all of those people, and that includes the two authors of this piece.

Leone loved to travel and visited most parts of the world as part of her professional life, often responding to invitations from colleagues in different parts of the world to give keynote lectures. Mary Coupland writes, “Leone was here in Australia giving a keynote address to a conference. I think I was giving her a lift to the conference but not attending it myself, and I noticed she had cartoon characters on her socks. As it was quite a big conference full of "important" people, I plucked up the courage to comment on the socks, as I was a little surprised at her choice of footwear. She said something like this: 

Mary - today many people will be listening to me, and wearing ridiculous socks reminds me not to take myself too seriously!

Friends also talk fondly of holidays in places such as India, Morocco and Venice. Particularly Leone loved France where she owned a house as part of a communal group in Ferriere Larçon for many years. Those who shared the group of houses and those who visited her remember the peaceful serenity of the village, the careful tending of the garden with advice from Henri and Paul up the street, the barbecues (often with burnt offerings), trips to the Loire valley, and sincere welcome and friendship. After retirement, a holiday in Venice awakened in Leone a deep wish to rent a flat and live there for some months. Her friends were assured of their welcome. Sadly however illness prevented her achieving this desire.

Leone loved music. She performed on the cello, played the piano, and sang in choirs, "We valued her secure contribution to the alto section of the Hanover Choir." (Pat Taylor, Claire Adenis-Lamarre, Sheila Stacey). Cooking too was a great love, as was shopping for the food. Most of all, though, she loved to share meals with people, her “coriander relish” (Sally Despenser) and "her love of pumpkin in all forms" (Edith Jayne), and to serve guests with her food - a reminder of the Jewish mother syndrome!

Whatever tensions there were in Leone’s relationships with some, they came from a strong-willed, principled, extremely able, honest, and very loving and caring woman, mother and booba (Yiddish for grandmother) as her 3 grandchildren called her. She will be sorely missed. A fund has been set up which will be used to support doctoral students in mathematics education, one of Leone’s great loves. Cheques made out to BSRLM (British Society for Research in Learning Mathematics) can be sent to either of the authors of this piece, addresses below

Professor Stephen Lerman


Professor Barbara Jaworski
Department of Education 


Mathematics Education Centre
London South Bank University 

Loughborough University
103 Borough Road 



Loughborough LE11 3TU
LONDON SE1 0AA
Tel: +44 (0)20 7815 7440 


Tel +44 (0) 1509 228254
Hilary Povey writes: 

I have been remembering old times and have kept coming back in my thoughts to our early days together as doctoral supervisor and student. I first new Leone when I worked as a teacher and curriculum developer in ILEA and she was at Avery Hill. She was a critical friend to our curriculum project there and, when I moved into HE, she was the first and obvious choice of supervisor for my PhD. I still remember so well attending my first meeting at her house in London to request this: it was a sunny day and I was terrified and Leone was kind and friendly and gave me lunch. I remember feeling completely at sea and profoundly unsure of what the ground rules for our conversation were. I had taken to her a rather lame proposal for extending a modest action research project in which I was involved. I remember her telling me pretty directly that my proposal was half-baked and would need thoroughly re-conceptualizing - although she probably didn’t put it quite like that! She lent me some books and recommended some others for me to read. But she didn’t really help me understand what was wrong with what I had suggested and I didn’t see why half the books were relevant. She brightly and blithely bade me farewell and sent me back on my 200 mile return journey to Sheffield, with me feeling more at sea and considerably worse than when I set out. After all, at least then I had had the hope that she would map out my undertaking and make everything crystal clear for me ... on the other hand, she had been very positive about our future relationship and clearly thought something worthwhile would come out of it. I wondered how on earth I had been able so to deceive her! 

Because of the geographic distance between us, we met fairly seldom, but the supervision by post worked brilliantly for me. Whenever I wrote to Leone she always replied almost by return and this despite the fact that I would often enclose several thousand words of text which she commented upon carefully, intelligently and insightfully. I can remember that, whenever the return envelope dropped into my tray, the bottom of my stomach fell out. Surely, this time, it would come back with a kind(?) but disappointed comment pointing out how utterly inadequate my text had been. This never happened. Leone made a wonderful supervisor - both critical in the very best sense of that word and deeply supportive. She never nagged me - but, equally, I never felt for a moment that she didn’t care. And my highest praise for Leone as a supervisor is that she let me do my own thing in my own way and at my own pace. Leone was, for me, the perfect supervisor. 

Since those days, I have worked with Leone in a variety of contexts and have always enjoyed her continued directness, insightful intelligence and warmth - warmth that allowed a precious friendship to develop which I shall very sorely miss. 

Gender and Mathematics in Germany

Mathematics and Gender Studies at the University of Hamburg 

Since September 2004 I have been Professor for Mathematics and Gender Studies at the University of Hamburg. This is not a very common combination; in fact, in Germany, this is unique. (However, there is a professor for mathematics education and gender, Laura Martignon, in Ludwigsburg.) Here I want to report on my experiences, in particular concerning the teaching of “mathematics and gender”. 

In 1999 in Germany there was a national funding programme for equal opportunities and the promotion of women in science. The City of Hamburg decided to use the money in order to create and start-up finance some new professorships for women with research areas in gender studies combined with other subjects. A new idea was to situate these “gender-professorships” in departments that usually are not so close to gender studies, like natural and engineering sciences. Among others, the professorship “mathematics and gender studies” was created. The idea was to appoint a mathematician with experience in gender studies, and that she would have half of her teaching duties in mathematics and the other half in gender studies related to mathematics or science. However, of course it was not so easy to find a female mathematician satisfying the formal prerequisites to become a professor in Germany (the “Habilitation“) and at the same time having experiences in teaching and/or researching in the area of gender studies. I obtained the position only after having taught several seminars on gender topics as a visiting professor.  

Now I teach on the one hand mathematics courses and on the other hand courses on mathematics and gender. In my mathematics courses the students have the rare opportunity to see a female maths professor. When I started, I had no female colleagues; now there are altogether four female and 22 male maths professors at my department. In Germany, about 5 percent of the maths professors are female. Being one of the few, I can act as a role model for female students.   

In what follows I will concentrate on my courses concerning mathematics and gender. The students in these courses come from very different areas. On the one hand, there are students of mathematics (prospective school teachers, who are obliged to take a course on the history of mathematics, and so-called diploma students, who are obliged to take a course on mathematics and society), on the other hand, there are students who study gender studies as a minor (with a major subject such as sociology, pedagogics, ethnology, and so on). These gender students have to take two courses on technosciences (that treat the connection of gender to science or technology).  At the moment, the university system in Germany is changing, and probably I will not have so many students from so many different subjects in the future.

Before describing the courses in more detail, I want to stress why I think they are important especially for the maths students. Here they get the opportunity to look at their subject, mathematics, from an unusual point of view, quasi from outside, through the eyes of historians, sociologists and others. They learn about women in mathematics and the contributions of women to mathematics. These women may serve as role models for female students, and the knowledge that there have been successful women in mathematics may motivate female students. In addition, learning about the relations between mathematics and the “outside world”, about the history of mathematics, about persons who work in mathematics and about applications of mathematics, may help to make the subject more attractive, not only for women but also for men. 

Altogether one of my aims is to communicate a new image of mathematics. In contradiction to what most people think mathematics is lively, creative and accessible not only to the very gifted. In particular the students who want to become maths teachers mostly have a wrong conception about what mathematics is, and hence have difficulties in motivating themselves to learn the rather abstract university mathematics. I think that reflecting about the subject from outside, for example (but not necessarily) from a gender perspective, may help in overcoming these problems and in getting a more positive attitude to mathematics.    

Now I will finally describe two of my courses in more detail.  Frauen in der Geschichte der Mathematik (women in the history of mathematics) is a lecture where women mathematicians from different areas and their mathematical works are presented and also   considered in the broader context of the histories of mathematics, science, scientific institutions and women’s education. The mathematicians presented are:

· Hypatia (370-415)

· Emilie du Châtelet (1706-1749)

· Maria Agnesi (1718-1799)

· Sophie Germain (1776-1831)

· Mary Somerville (1780-1872)

· Ada Lovelace (1815-1852)

· Christine Ladd-Franklin (1847-1930)

· Sofja Kovalevskaya (1850-1891)

· Charlotte A. Scott (1858-1931)

· Grace Chisholm Young (1868-1944)

· Emmy Noether (1882-1935)

My seminars on mathematics and gender  have had different titles in the different semesters (“women and mathematics”, “mathematics and gender”, “gender in mathematics and science”, “gender, mathematics, and technology”), since I changed my own perspective (from “women” to “gender”) and I tried to attract other groups of students. Among others, the following topics have been treated: 

· biographies of women mathematicians

· career paths of men and women in mathematics

· female professors of mathematics in Germany

· history of mathematics education for girls

· gender aspects of mathematics education today

· introduction to gender studies

· feminist science studies

· mathematics as a scientific discipline and possible gender aspects

· ethnomathematics

Even more important than the topics are – in my opinion – the active teaching methods applied, because they are so unusual for seminars in mathematics. The students read and discuss texts; they discuss controversial subjects; they work in small groups. Many of the seminar sessions are prepared by groups of students, who often have very good didactical ideas about how to engage the participants. The most fascinating thing for me is to see how fruitful the cooperation of students from very different disciplines is. For the gender students, with backgrounds in social or cultural sciences, seminars with discussions are much more familiar and they help getting the discussions started. This good cooperation is the point almost always mentioned in the seminar evaluations: The students say that discussions with students from other subjects are inspiring; for the gender students it is interesting to get to know maths students and to see what studying maths is all about, and vice versa. 

For more information, see my web page:  http://www.math.uni-hamburg.de/home/blunck 
Andrea Blunck, University of Hamburg, Germany
andrea.blunck@math.uni-hamburg.de
Mathematics and Gender at the University of Education in Ludwigsburg

Nearly a decade ago the Ministry of Education of the Federal State (Land) Baden Württemberg, Germany, decided to fund long term projects devoted to the study of gender aspects in the context of specific disciplines. The idea was to fund special academic positions for the period of five years, to be hold by professors who would dedicate part of their time to special research projects on gender. The University of Education in Ludwigsburg applied for such a position with a proposal written by members of the Department of Mathematics, mainly Herbert Löthe and Rose Vogel, as well as an external expert on the topic, namely Cornelia Niederdrenk Felgner. The application was successful and the University in Ludwigsburg was awarded a five year position for research in mathematics and gender that after the first five years would be financed by the regular funds of the University. 

In 2002 I was working as a researcher at the Max Planck Institute for Human Development and I applied for the “Mathematics and Gender” professor position in Ludwigsburg that had been advertised early that year. My application, unexpectedly, turned out to be successful and I joined the Department on 1st May, 2003. 

My responsibilities included the regular teaching load of a Professor as well as the development of research programs both on mathematics and on gender and on my individual research topic namely stochastics and decision making. During a period of five years the Ministry of Education financed, besides my own position, the position of a co-worker and provided research and travel funding. 
The focus of the Project “Mathematics and Gender” at the University of Eduation in Ludwigsburg
The Research Group GeM (Gender/Mathematics) at the Mathematics Department of the University of Education in Ludwigsbug focuses on the fact that gender differences in attitudes towards mathematics and in the performance in mathematics have been detected in different contexts within and without the scientific discourse. These differences include those attested by the results of both the TIMS and PISA studies as well as differences in cognitive strategies of boys and girls. 
The research interest of the group concentrates on educational strategies, like the use of representation formats and materials that can support gender-sensitive mathematics teaching. The group has developed projects for students’ use of learning diaries and enactive modelling of mathematical situations, which clearly fosters girls’ interest in mathematics and participation in mathematical activities.

Statistical literacy and decision making are considered highly relevant in the research programme of our group. On the one hand there have been studies proving that girls are more prone to be risk averse and anxious when making decisions under uncertainty and on the other it is known that statistical literacy in itself becomes a means of emancipation and self assurance when “crossing the Rubicon” in vital decisions. Thus the group develops an educational programme beginning at elementary school that fosters statistical competencies through gender-sensitive methodologies. This programme goes beyond competencies in statistical problem-solving and aims at conveying a statistical “Lebensgefühl” (overall feeling in one’s personal life): namely feeling at home when dealing with statistical representations in order to be able to make decisions and communicate them in complex life situations. 

A further project deals with cognitive strategies of very young boys and girls – aged 5 and 6 years old - in their early arithmetic. Here the focus is on the support of concrete representations when performing arithmetic (adding and subtracting by counting units with one’s fingers). The research question focuses on possible differences in the length of time intervals in the consistent use of concrete representational aids. 
The three columns of the implementation of a programme in Mathematics and Gender at the University of Education in Ludwigsburg

The programme of our group deals not just with research but also with the implementation of seminars at our university and our work with teachers in schools of the region. The seminar “Gender and Mathematics Education” is an integrating component of the curricular plan of each semester.   Since 2005 “Mathematics Education and Gender issues”, became a regular topic for oral examinations in Mathematics Education at our university. Furthermore the topic has also been admitted as a regular field for students’ work in their academic research theses. Thus we have a regular flow of five or more such theses every year. Most of these are based on empirical work in schools and are the basis for research papers.

Parallel to our work with students we visit schools in Stuttgart and the neighbouring region and provide support and advice on issues of gender and mathematics. In some schools, like the Hölderlin Gymnasium in Stuttgart, we are periodically examining the effect on mathematical competencies of mono-education (only girls) in one fifth class compared with mixed-education in another fifth class. The results are confirming previous studies on mono-education.
The working group “Women and Mathematics” (Frauen und Mathematik) of the German Society for Mathematics Education
In the fall of 2005 I became the first representative of the working group “Women and Mathematics“ and in the fall of 2006 Andrea Blunck (who talks about her role as a professor both of Mathematics and Mathematics and Gender in Hamburg above), became its second representative. In the spring of 2007 Andrea Blunck organised a very successful Symposium on Mathematics and Gender during the joint Conference of German Mathematicians and Mathematics Educators in Berlin.  This year I organized a smaller Symposium on the same topic at the Conference of German Mathematics Educators in Budapest. 

A joint publication collecting reports on conferences and research work of the members of the working group appeared in autumn 2006. The original intention was to produce a regular publication, but it soon became clear that this was far too ambitious given the workload of all of us members of the working group. Yet we are now combining our efforts to produce a volume on Mathematics and Gender scheduled to appear for the “Jahr der Mathematik” (year of mathematics), that is before the end of 2008.
The Tension in my Life as a Scientist and as a Researcher on Mathematics and Gender: a brief summary
On 1st May 2008 the project on mathematics and gender as financed by the Ministry will reach its end, although the research on mathematics and gender will be carried on, albeit with some reductions.  Without the resources provided by the Ministry we will reduce some of our projects. Yet the issues for which our group has strived, like the acceptance of mathematics and gender both as a component of curricula and as an examination topic in mathematics education, will endure as well as our work with students and teachers of the region. It will be a responsibility towards the Ministry of Education in Baden Württemberg to present a long report commenting on the main aspects of my project in Ludwigsburg. 

One essential observation to be made will be that the characteristic of such a combination, the researcher and promoter of gender issues on one side, and the traditional scientist on the other, causes an inevitable “Uncertainty Relation”: There is a tension – sometimes a fruitful one – between two standards and between two biographical models. The more one works on gender issues the less one has time for one’s tasks in science and vice-versa. Also the more one is labelled as dealing with gender issues, the more the communities – not just the men in these communities – tend to overlook one’s struggle as a scientist. Gender issues in themselves may become a discriminating factor. This Uncertainty Relation requires strength and working, at times, at impossible hours. But this effort is worthwhile: In my personal case I feel an incredible reward every time I communicate with women in mathematics.  My efforts are fuelled by the conviction that my modest achievements may be of relevance, not directly for my own curriculum, but in the collective effort of women, who are aware of the problems in mathematical careers, want to communicate their experiences while dealing with these problems, and want to pave better, easier roads for the young women to come. 

Laura Martignon, University of Education in Ludwigsbug, Germany

laura_martignon@yahoo.it

Conference Reports

Mathematics and Technology in the Body of Education
[image: image4.emf]
On 18-19 December 2007, an international symposium concerning mathematics, technology and gender in the body of education took place at the University of Thessaly in Greece. The symposium was part of a larger research project addressing social issues of school mathematics and technology and aimed to discuss current thinking and research on gender, mathematics and technology as they interact within the body of education.

As a starting point, the symposium theme starts by explicitly addressing the premise that science and in particular technology and mathematics embody the modernist dream of power, progress and development through either educational and/or everyday practices that aim to tame the human body and to cultivate the mind towards the capacity of logical thinking. It acknowledges that there is growing evidence that people have limited participation in studying mathematics and technology due to gender, ethnicity and class. In particular, sciences and education –as human science- are seen as two distinct and dichotomized worlds. Whilst scientific practices are being viewed as ‘hard’ and masculine, education is approached as ‘soft’ and feminine. What is, then, happening when mathematics and technology, two traditionally masculine fields of knowledge, enter the ‘body’ of education? Do they remain ‘masculine’ bodies of knowledge or do they become feminized or even hybrid subject areas? What might be the effects of a ‘masculine’, ‘feminine’ or ‘hybrid’ approach on science teaching and learning, as well as on human minds and bodies? How dominant scientific discourses are being re-contextualised in educational practices and how a gendered analysis can assist efforts in realizing hybridity, diversity, dialogicality as alternative voices in school science?’
The symposium was organized by Anna Chronaki, Associate Professor, University of Thessaly who dedicated it to the memory of Leone Burton in her opening address. The organizing committee included Maria Rentetzi, Assistant Professor, National Technical University of; Athens, Anastasia Stamou, Adjunct Lecturer, University of Western Macedonia; Ioanna Vekiri,Adjunct Lecturer, University of Thessaly, and IoannisPextelidis, Lecturer, University of Thessaly. Keynote speakers included, Heather Mendick, Sal Restivo and Mairéad Dunne. For the full program you can check the conference site http://gmt.ece.uth.gr/ Proceedings are due out shortly. 
For more details, contact Anna Chronaki at chronaki@uth.gr, Greece

Mathematics Education and Society
In February I attended the fifth conference of the ‘group’ Mathematics, Education and Society, otherwise known as MES5. This took place in the Algarve, in Portugal where it had been previously held in 2000.

‘This is my fourth MES’ she said as she introduced herself; ‘This is my fifth…’ ‘my third’ and so it went on. It was a peculiar start I felt, for me a first time participant at MES, this need to stand-up and announce your length of ‘duty’. But MES is perhaps a peculiar forum, for it is as much about community as it is about research papers and practice; it is a conference with a style and a structure that positions itself far from familiar ‘supermarket’ models of practice.

This method of participation arises from the aims of MES, which are based firmly around the social, political and cultural aspects of mathematics education. This shared purpose was evident in the papers, discussions and plenary presentations that took place, very little of which were specifically related to gender (maybe only my paper), though there were many examples of practice which could be translated to this field of study. 

Some common issues did arise from many of the presentations, specifically that of ‘mathematics as alienating’ and ‘mathematics teaching as didactic and irrelevant’; this was in spite of the different social contexts of our research and the six continents of the world from which we, the researchers, came. In addition, perhaps one of the more difficult yet fascinating discussions focused around ‘the mathematics that ‘should’ be taught’ and ‘whose mathematics is it anyway’ (prompted by Ole Ravn Christensen’s presentation that debated the mathematical philosophies of Plato and Wittgenstein). Other ideas of interest where those belonging to the critical maths educators and in particular I found Eric (Rico) Gutstein’s work on mathematics teaching for social justice to be enlightening. Though above all I was most affected by the strong showing of research that was attempting to step away from dominant hegemonic discourse; here Kathy Nolan and Liz de Freitas collection of pieces on alternative research texts were both innovative and inspiring (this is explored more in their recent Springer book).  

In the end I leave MES with far more than the knowledge of other researchers’ projects and ideas; I leave with an understanding of how a community can work with shared aims and a collective sense of support and sociability. I also leave with a sense of how a community can work without elections, without an organisation and without a hierarchy. I leave looking forward to the online community (http://mes.crie.fc.ul.pt/) and MES6 – my second MES of hopefully many more.
Anna Llewellyn, Durham University, UK
a.e.llewellyn@durham.ac.uk

International Commission on Mathematical Instruction (1908-2008)
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I was one of about 150 mathematics educators who converged on Rome a few weeks ago, from 5th-8th March, for a symposium to celebrate the 100th birthday of the International Commission on Mathematical Instruction (ICMI). ICMI was established in 1908, during the International Congress of Mathematicians held in Rome, with the aim of supporting interest among mathematicians in school education. And this symposium opened in the very same room in the very same building as the original meeting, the Accadèmia dei Lincèi (shown in the picture above). 
In these elegant surroundings we pursued the work described in the subtitle of the conference: ‘Reflecting and Shaping the World of Mathematics Education’. The early talks concentrated on the past and for me these often felt like a story of one middle-class white man after another. Hilary and I were disappointed that, although two other ICMI study groups got a mention in these histories, IOWME did not. However, about two thirds of the way through the conference things shifted for me. There was a plenary session on centres and peripheries in mathematics education in which Bienvenido Nebres from the Philippines talked about his work in expanding access to mathematics education, working with the World Bank, the government, teachers and students. Gelsa Knijnik responded to his talk drawing on her own experiences working with the landless people’s movement in Brazil. This session was held at the end of a long day (actually at the end of three long days) but there was so much enthusiasm that people continued asking questions well over the scheduled end. 

On the next and final day of the conference there was much talk about the future of ICMI. Mamokgethi Setati gave an exciting presentation where she looked at ICMI’s work in the context of three of theMillennium Development Goals:
· Reduce by half the proportion of people living on less than a dollar a day

· Ensure that all boys and girls complete a full course of primary schooling
· Eliminate gender disparity in primary and secondary education preferably by 2005, and at all levels by 2015
She spoke about what kind of ICMI studies and activities could promote these goals. In her talk she explicitly raised the issue of the relationship between ICMI and mathematics in the form of its position as an official commission of the International Mathematical Union. She asked questions about the way that this relationship constructs what it is possible for us to do. These seemed very important to me for I had not realised before this symposium how close this relationship is and so how far the identity of ICMI is defined in relation to mathematics.

Early on in the symposium the ICMI president Michèle Artigue had been described as both the first female president and the first from mathematics education rather than mathematics.  This inscription familiarly lined up masculinity with mathematics and femininity with education. (This was also an interesting erasure since I found out later from another participant that Michèle has a background in mathematics after all.) It will be interesting to see what effects this shift of gender and agenda has on ICMI.
Heather Mendick, IOWME newsletter editor

P.S. There were a series of working groups held as part of this symposium. The one that is likely to be most interesting to IOWME members is the one on Mathematics Education and Society, all the papers from this group are available online at:

http://www.unige.ch/math/EnsMath/Rome2008/partWG3.html
Marie Farrugia writes:

I too benefitted from Leone’s kind spirit and her enthusiasm for research in maths ed. Although I was not actually a student of hers (I met her through a student study group she organised), she showed a great interest in my doctoral research and offered honest and constructive feedback. One comment she had passed one time, when she’d read a piece of writing i was drafting still brings a smile to my face. She had said: "I got a bit confused in the last section. Confusing the reader? ...NOT a good idea!!". Needless to say, i quickly rewrote that last section ... Apart from the advice being so simple, yet so true for good writing, the comment seems to sum up what I perceived to be such positive qualities in her: honest, well-meaning and straight to the point.

She will be remembered fondly by many people, I’m sure. 
IOWME at ICME 11
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We have two sessions at ICME 11.  Not exactly as in the Second Announcement - there have been small changes in order to avoid clashes with the Discussion Groups.  We hope as many of you as possible will be able to join us in Mexico - do let us know if you are coming as it will help us in our planning (h.povey@shu.ac.uk).  We will produce a flier about the sessions for distribution at the conference and hope that we will attract some new members to the study group.  The sessions are as follows:

Tuesday 8 July 2008, 15.00 to 17.00
We will provide a stimulus for discussion at the beginning of this session to open up ideas about current issues related to gender and mathematics education.  If you have any ideas about this, again, please let us know as soon as possible to inform our planning.  This will be followed by a social time in which there will be an opportunity to meet and greet each other and, we hope, welcome new members too.

Saturday 12 July 2008, 16.30 to 18.30
We will use this session to open up a debate about the future of IOWME.  What activities would members like to see?  What should the study group be doing between the four-yearly annual conference?  What suggestions are there for the newsletter?  How should it be distributed?  Are there any other ways to keep in touch?  Elections of officers for 2008 to 2012 will follow - we will definitely need an International Convener and a Newsletter Editor - we have found it helpful (though not essential) to be from institutions in the same country so that we have been able to meet face to face.  We may wish to consider other possible jobs - for example, do we need someone to look after the website?  There will be a final discussion about the way we have worked at the conference and suggestions for ICME 12.

There is also a Topic Study Group on Gender and Mathematics Education: http://tsg.icme11.org/tsg/show/33 
Hilary Povey, IOWME Convenor
Other ICME 11 News
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Invitation to Attend One-day Workshop: Classroom Assessment: The Impact on Teaching and Learning in Non-University Tertiary Institutions

Sadie Bragg, a member of the United States National Commission on Mathematics Instruction (USNCMI) and a co-chair with George Ekol (Kyambogo University, Uganda) for DG 23- Current Problems and Challenges in Non-University Tertiary Mathematics Education (NUTI) at ICME -11, will lead a one-day workshop entitled, "Classroom Assessment: The Impact on Teaching and Learning in NUTI," on Monday, July 14, 2008, after the ICME Congress. Marilyn Mays, a former member of USNCMI, and Cheryl Cleaves, the Executive Director of the American Mathematical Association of Two-Year Colleges (AMATYC), will be co-leaders. 

The workshop is funded by The United States’ National Science Foundation and co-sponsored by the USNCMI and AMATYC. It is designed to explore further the topic of classroom assessment and will be an outgrowth of the DG-23 discussion related to this issue. Participation is by invitation only and will include invitees from several of the countries represented at the Congress. DG-23 participants/attendees will be given preference for selection for the workshop. 

Note that the number of seats available is limited. Those invited to attend will be funded for two additional nights of lodging (July 13 and 14, 2008) and some meals. No funding is available for travel expenses (e.g. airfare, taxi, etc.)
For more information about participating in the workshop, contact Sadie Bragg, Professor of Mathematics and Provost, Borough of Manhattan Community College, The City University of New York at sbragg@bmcc.cuny.edu. (Please place ICME-11 after Congress Workshop in the subject line.) 
Plenary Session 2 at ICME-11: Help to shape the Research Agenda in Mathematics Education!
· What do we need to know?

· Does research in mathematics education address the concerns of teachers and policy makers?
One of the plenary activities for ICME 11 will be a panel presentation addressing the question of whether research in mathematics education is providing the information that teachers and policy makers most need. The panel members are mathematics education researchers from different countries, who will respond to teachers’ and policy makers’ questions submitted through this website.
Moderator of PS2: 
David Clarke (Australia)
Panellists: 
Paul Cobb (USA)
Mariolina Bartolini Bussi (Italy)
Teresa Rojano (Mexico)
Shiqi Li (China)
WE NEED YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS!

Whether or not you plan to attend ICME 11 - and we hope you do - you can make an important contribution by letting us know how research can help you.

To do this, we invite you to submit an important question that you think should be answered by research in mathematics education and also to indicate whether research has helped you in the past and, if so, how.

WE NEED RESPONSES FROM ALL COUNTRIES, ALL SCHOOL TYPES AND ALL LEVELS OF THE SCHOOL SYSTEM INCLUDING TEACHERS, POLICY MAKERS AND CURRICULUM DEVELOPERS.

This is your chance to play a part in shaping the research agenda in mathematics education. To do this, please go to the ICME 11 website (http://icme11.org/) and select the Plenary Session 2 Survey link. It is important that you and your colleagues make your views known and contribute to shaping the direction of mathematics education research internationally.

A REPORT WILL BE MADE AVAILABLE THROUGH THE CONFERENCE WEBSITE OF BOTH THE SUBMISSIONS AND THE RESPONSES OF THE PLENARY PANEL.
Other information about ICME 11 can be found on the website: http://icme11.org/

Other news

Gender and Teacher Education – Help!

Do you have, or know about things that are useful to teacher educators to encourage gender equality in class?

Examples might be: ways to analyse the curriculum; classroom observation tools that sensitise teachers to gender issues; techniques to look at assessment practices.

We are creating a resource for teacher educators (mainly focused on initial teacher education) as part of a 6 nation EU funded project.  Essentially, we plan to identify (and create) tools, try them out ‘locally’ i.e. within the country of creation, then see if they useful in other contexts.

All the resources will be made freely available, via the web.

Our earlier EU project created a ‘girls and maths’ website with lots of links to interesting projects (as well as reporting on our research).

http://prema.iacm.forth.gr/main.php
You also might like to check out a new wiki on gender www.wikigender.org being developed by OECD (to be launched on 8 March 2008).  This has links to the Gender, Institutions and Development Data Base ‘a tool to determine and analyse obstacles to women’s social and economic development’.

All help with ‘tools’ will be gratefully received (and appropriately credited).

Best wishes

Jim Ridgway, jim.ridgway@durham.ac.uk
What is ICMI News?
Dear ICMI Representatives and Chairs of ICMI Affiliated Study Groups,
At its first meeting held last June in London, the current Executive Committee of ICMI finalised the decision to launch an electronic newsletter. This project had been under discussion for a certain time and we are now happy to announce that the first issue of "ICMI News" will appear early December.
Please find below a note from the Editor of ICMI News, Jaime Carvalho e Silva, member of the ICMI Executive Committee. You are invited to disseminate it as widely as possible.
The ICMI EC wishes to express its gratitude to the International Mathematical Union for kindly offering its logistic support for the publication and dissemination of the ICMI newsletter. It will appear every two months, alternating with IMU own electronic newsletter, IMU-Net (www.mathunion.org/Publications/Newsletter/).
Best wishes, Bernard
ICMI News is the new Electronic Newsletter of the International Commission on Mathematical Instruction (ICMI). This newsletter aims to improve communication between ICMI and the worldwide community interested in mathematics education, informing about actions and recommendations of ICMI, highlighting issues that are under discussion and reporting about ongoing activities.
In addition, ICMI News will report on major activities by the ICMI Affiliated Study Groups (HPM, PME, IOWME, WFNMC and ICTMA), on major international events related to mathematics education and on other topics of general interest to the community of educational researchers, curriculum designers, educational policy makers, teachers of mathematics, mathematicians, mathematic educators and others interested in mathematical education around the world. Feedback from readers is welcome.
The Editor of ICMI News will be Jaime Carvalho e Silva, from the Department of Mathematics of the Faculty of Sciences and Technology of the University of Coimbra (FCTUC), Portugal and member of the ICMI Executive Committee. He can be contacted at icmi-news-editor@mathunion.org
Subscribing to ICMI News

There are two ways of subscribing to ICMI News:

· Click on http://www.mathunion.org/ICMI/Mailinglist with a Web browser and go to the "Subscribe" button to subscribe to ICMI News online.
· Send an e-mail to icmi-news-request@mathunion.org with the Subject-line:
Subject: subscribe

In both cases you will get an e-mail to confirm your subscription so that misuse will be minimized. ICMI will not use the list of ICMI News addresses for any purpose other than sending ICMI News, and will not make it available to others.

Please disseminate this information where you find appropriate.

Best regards,

The Editor
12 Theorems by Women Mathematicians 

I thought that IOWME might like to know about a 2008 calendar which I have produced celebrating women’s achievements in mathematics. It is called "12 Theorems by Women Mathematicians" and more details can be found at my web site www.theoremoftheday.org.
Robin Whitty, UK 
robin.whitty@lsbu.ac.uk
Call for Papers:10th Iranian Mathematics Education Conference (IMEC-10): Yazd, Iran: August 12-15, 2008
Scientific and Executive Committees for the 10
[image: image7.wmf]th

IMEC invite you to participate in the conference and contribute to its scientific programs.
Aims: To expand the mathematical awareness in general and to exchange the mathematical education experiences in particular.
Scientific Programs: Plenary talks, Paper presentations, Workshops, Panels, Exhibitions
Conference Themes

· Theoretical foundations of mathematics education.

· Professional development of mathematics teachers.
The Scientific Committee is pleased to announce that all the local expenses (except air fair) of foreign participants will be taken care by the local organizers of the 10th MEC.
Important Dates:

Registration & submission of contributions (Papers, exhibition. etc): April 30, 2008

Visa forms: April 30, 2008

Conference date: August 12-15, 2008
Organisers: Ministry of Education, Organization for education of Yazd, Yazd Mathematics Teachers’ Society
In cooperation with: Iranian Mathematical Society, Iranian Statistical Society,
Iranian Association for Mathematics Teachers’ Societies, Iranian Mathematics Houses Council, University of Yazd
Address: Yazd Mathematics House, Shahid Rajaee (Iranshahr) street

Tel: (+98) 35162233964-6

Fax: (+98) 3516223965
Contact Persons:

Dr. Ali Rejali, School of Mathematical Sciences, Isfahan University of Technology, Isfahan, 84156, Iran

a_rejali@cc.iut.ac.ir
Dr. Soheila Gholam Azad

Research Institution for Curriculum, Development and Educational Innovations, No. 4, Khosro Alley, North Iranshahr St., Tehran, 15874, IRAN
soheila_azad@yahoo.com 
IMEC-10 Web Page: http://www.imec10yazd.com
National Coordinators

	Argentina
	Maestripieri Alejandra
	Rio de Janeiro 670-4oC, 1405 Buenos Aires

	Australia
	Leigh Wood
	leigh.wood@mq.edu.au

	Austria
	Helga Jungwirth
	hejun@t-online.de

	Belgium
	Francine Grandsard

	fgrands@pop.vub.ac.be

	Botswana
	Topayame D. Mogotsi
	tmogotsi@bocodol.ac.bw

	Brasil
	Gelsa Knijnik
	gelsak@portoweb.com.br

	Burkino Faso
	Yabre Habibou
	CETF, BP 2720, Ouagadougou

	Republic of Cameroon
	Babila-Njingum Ghogomu Emilia
	yayor_babila@yahoo.co.uk

	Canada
	Tasoula Berggren
	tasoula_berggren@sfu.ca

	Cyprus
	Rita Panaoura
	edrita@ucy.ac.cy

	Czech Republic
	Barbora Batikova
	babatikova@yahoo.com

	Denmark
	Ulla Kurstein Jensen
	Blegdalsparken 33 ltv

DK-9000 Aalborg

	Republica Domenica

	Sarah Gonzalez de Lora


	Centro ed Investigaciones, Pontigicia Universidad Catolica, Madre y Maestra, Apartado Postal 822, Santiago

	Finland
	Riitta Soro
	riitta.soro@loimaa.fi

	Germany
	Laura Martignon 
	martignon@ph-ludwigsburg.de

	Greece
	Maria Chionidou-Moskofoglou
	mchionidou@rhodes.aegean.gr

	Hungary
	Susan Berényi 
	bermatsz@freemail.c3.hu

	Iceland
	Gudbjord Palsdottir 
	gudbjord@khi.is

	India
	Surja Kumari
	surja_45@yahoo.com

	Israel
	Miriam Amit
	amit@mail.bgu.ac.il


	Italy
	Litizia Jengo
	enrico.stefanini@next.it

	Ivory Coast
	Josephine Guidy–Wandja


	National University 08

BP 217, Abidjan 08

	Japan
	Hanako Senuma
	hanako@nier.go.jp

	Jordan
	Liliana Atanassova Al- Zboun 
	lilian_zboun@yahoo.com

	Kenya


	Teresia W. Mwaniki
	Kenya High School

Box 30035, Nairobi

	Republic of Korea




	Hei-Sook Lee
	Mathematics Dept., Ewha University, Seoul


	Malaysia
	Munirah Ghazali
	munirah_ghazali@yahoo.com

	Mexico
	Guillermina Waldegg C.

	Seccion de Matermatica Educativa, Centro de Investigaciones y Estudios Avanzados, Instituto Politecnico Nacional, Dakota 379, Col. Napoles, C.P. 03810

	Morocco




	Habiba El Bonazzaoni


	32 Place Rabea Al Adauouga #D Agdal , Rabat


	The Netherlands
	Jenneke Krüger 
	j.kruger@slo.nl

	New Zealand
	Margaret Walshaw
	M.A.Walshaw@massey.ac.nz

	Nigeria



	C.F. Oredugbo


	10 Ladele Close, Box 7694, Secretariat B.O., Ibada, Oyo State

	Northern Ireland
	Sally McClean
	si.mclean@ulster.ac.uk

	Norway
	Bjorg Kristin Selvik 
	bks@hib.no

	Pakistan
	Nusrat Fatima Rizvi
	nusrat.fatimarizvi@aku.edu

	Papua New Guinea
	Neela Sukthankar
	sukthankar@yahoo.com

	Russia
	Emanuila G. Gelfman
	gelfman@mpi.tomsk.ru


	Spain
	Maria Jesus Luelmo
	mluelmo@roble.pntic.mec.es

	South Africa
	Renuka Vithal
	vithalr@ukzn.ac.za

	Sweden
	Barbro Grevholm
	barbro.grevholm@mna.hkr.se

	Switzerland
	Nicoletta Sala 
	nsala@arch.unisi.ch

	Trinidad & Tobago
	Margaret Bernard 
	mbernard@fsa.uwi.tt 

	Ukraine
	Nina L. Tregub
	Artioma 140, Donetsk 340140

	United Arab Emirates
	Hanan Ayoub Innabi
	hinnabi@uaeu.ac.ae

	United States of America
	Olly Steinthorsdottir
	steintho@email.unc.edu

	Zimbabwe
	Chipo Tsvigu
	ctsvigu@yahoo.com
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